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CALIFORNIA MASONRY DESIGN AWARDS 2026
STUDENT COMPETITION - 2026

The California Masonry Council (CMC) is pledsed to announce the 1st.
Masonry Archltecture Design Student Competltlon toklng plqce ;
durlng the 2025 2026 academic year.

AThe program is intended to challenge undergraduate and grquGte-; ;
students, working mleduoIly or in teams, to explore a variety of -

design issues related to the use of masonry materials in design cmd
construction. Concrete Block (CMU) or Brick (clay) must be used asa -
prominent material with special emphasis placed on |nnovot|on '

resiliency, and sustcnnoblllty

The competition allows students to explore the many functional ond
aesthetic uses for Masonry Materials. Students will get a chance to ?': 5
research and learn about many features as: fire reS|st0nce _ _;f;- i
sustainable materials, thermal mass and energy eff|C|ency, :

- constructability, aesthetics and orchltecturol features, durqblllty,

resilience, ballistic resistance, and Iow mamtenqnce costs

%o e

CMC highly encourages students to deSIgn with moterlals that ore

locally manufactured and locally sourced W|th|n CA g e ) t

Our competition is divided into 2 different cd‘tegori’és: '«,fl;' S5

1- Concrete Block (CMU)
2- Brick (clay products)




AWARDS o L WRSERY
(brick & concrete block archltecture) g
The design jury will meet in Apr'il 2026 to select winning projects and -
honorable mentions. Winners will be notified of the competition results
directly. v ' Gon
A list of winning projects will be posted on the CMC Web site at

www.californiamasonrycouncil.org.

Winning students will receive Sponsorship Cash Prizes totaling $12,000jwith

distribution as follows:

Concrete Block Competition:
1st Place: Scholarship of $3,000
2nd Place: Scholarship of $2,000

3" Place: Scholarship of $1,000
Brick Competition: b Ga
1st Place: Scholarship of $3,000 5 _ii A

2nd Place: Scholarship of $2,000 |
3rd Place: Scholarship of $1,000 /1

£
_

A selection of projects including winners will be part of an exh|blt|on qt the j_;_' ot

.California Masonry Summit and Expo 2026 at Irvme CA on Aprll 30”‘, 2026

The exhibition will tour dlfferent architecture schools and AIA offlces A

including AlA Los Angeles AIA Orange County, ond others to be conﬂrmed |

A limited number of honorable mentions may qlso be 'ower'ded dtvtfh'e S

jury's discretion.




COMPETITION GUIDELINES W °o

(brick & concrete block architecture)

Schedule: :
: VJanuary 16, 2026 Reglstretlon Deadline (free reglstrotlon)
March 20, 2026 -~ Submission Deadline : .
: Apri-2026 - Winners Announced
x April 30,2026 — Award Ceremony at CMSE- 26

Use of Masonry Materials:

Concrete Block (CMU) or Brick (clay) must be used as a promlnent
material, depending on the category you are participating. All masonry
materials used shall be listed and available in the California Market.
Materials that are not currently sold or distributed in CA will not be
considered.

Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al): :
The use of artificial intelligence (Al) and computational deS|gn is.
permitted with the following considerations:

+ Al usage in student submissions must ensure the students remcun
responsibly in control and continue to be occountoble for.all i |mages
and likenesses in their submissions. :
+ As atool, Al is not a replacement for professnonol Judgment or creqtlwty 20
Regardless of the Al tools used, it remains the architecture student’s: =
responsibility to provide designs in conformance with occdemlc s
integrity. ' -

Students choosing to use Al as a tool must ottrlbute thls use in thelr deslgn}_f el
essay (abstract). Students are accountable for the originality, validity, cmd\_ Al s
integrity of the content and designs of their submissions. In choosingto -

use Al tools, students are expected to do so responSiny ond Wlth a hlgh
-standard of ethical conduct. . O .

We encourage students to use AI as a tool for renderlng, grophlc P 0
interpretation, or modeling.if desired, while keeping ownershlp of the
creative process and the architect’s role:in deS|gn i ;
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(brick & concrete block architecture)

Eligibility and Reglstratlon
To pdrt|C|pdte in this competltlon students must comply with the
foIIowmg 5

Q All participants (individuals or teams) must be registered as a student
*  inan Architecture (related) Program in the state of California for the
. 2025-2026 academic year. Proof of enroliment will be required for
'submittals. Guidance from your faculty professors is highly ..~
encouraged, please provide name of the professors involved. -

O Participants can be an individual, or a team of maximum number of 5
individuals. Each participant will be limited to submit only one project.

O Registrationis Free. Please send an email to
info@californiamasonrycouncil.org requesting a Reglstrotlon Form

Digital Submission Format

Submissions must be presented on three 22" x 28" (vertlcol) dlglt(]l
boards (posters) in High Resolution. All files will be required to: be
uploaded through a link that will be provided after registration..
Files are accepted in the following formats: PDF, JPEG, JPG, orPNG ot
The names of student participants must NOT appear .on the boards or in-
the project title or project title file name(s). R e AR

Design Abstract : -
An abstract/essay, 500 words maximum, is requwed as port of the R A
submission describing the most important. Concepts hlghllghts dnd AL
features of the design project. £ .f .
The names of student pdrt|C|ponts must NOT appear: in the deS|gn essoy

This abstract is included in the final upload Subm|SS|on ing PDE formdt ;

Building Code: Z NGl
Refer to the International Bundlng Code and Iocol Bu1|d|ng Codes A_ RS

proposals must be designed to meet requwements for: occes3|b|hty, for
guidelines, refer to the Americans with D|Sdb|||t|es Act dnd the prlnCIpIes ¥ R
of Universal Design. CREER G e sty SN
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(brick & concrete block architecture) 2026

HIGHER EDUCATION BUILDING FACILITY

Students will have the freedom to desrgn a bundlng ina hrgher educatlon
campus of their choosrng within California. 2

A srgnrfrcant component of campus life that would enhance the student
experience in a campus. It can be a replacement for. an existing burlarng,
or a new building you consider to be necessary :

Any of the foIIowrng types of burldlngs are valid:

Admin’istration_: :
Administrative offices and board offices.

Student Life:
Student housing (dormitories), dining halls, and student
centers.

Recreation and Arts: 53
Sports complexes stadiums, performlng arts centers and
gymnasiums. : ;

Specialized Learning: R gl
Laborateries, libraries, research and science faC|I|t|es

Community: 3
Museums, community centers, and other shared facrlttres
open to the public. :

Site Selection: ' A%
The site for the competltlon is the choice of the student(s) However the \ “‘ %
site should be located in an existing campus, accessrble by multiple. 2
‘modes of transportation such as public transportation, biking, or. Walklng
Submissions will be required to explain the S|te selectron strategy, and‘
access graphically or otherwise. - : SR

Category: : : <
Students will choose a category between Concrete BIock or Brlck
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SUBMITTAL DELIVERIESQ"S;( SCOPE | 2038

(brick & concrete vblock orchi.tec_ture)

The minimum scope of deliverables for this competition is Schematic
Design, including the foIIowmg, and not limited to any oddltlonol
motenols =

site Plan (minimum 1)

Floor Plans (minimum 2)

Elevations (minimum 2)

Sections (minimum 1)

Conceptual Renderings and Sketches (m|n|mum 2,
interior and exterior) ,

Project Narrative or Description (500 words mOX|mum)
including material descriptions.

All deliverables must be contained in the three posters 22" X 28 from
your Digital Submittal. : :

“***All projects will be required to submlt hlgh resolutlon orlglnal N
files/images for use in competition publications and exhibit matenals
By uploading your files, you agree that the California Masonry Counc ¢
(CMC) has the rights to use your images and materials in publlcatfons:' 2 S
website, social media, and in promotlonal and-exhibition resources. CMC;@;\:’ o e
will attribute authorship of the winning des:gn to you, your team. - G
Additionally, you hereby warrant that the submtss:on IS orlglnal and, that R
‘you are the author(s) of the submission. e e

Contact us at mfo@callforn|amasonrycouncﬂ.org ond (L
Katia. Rodrlguez@cqIlformamasonrycouncll org for ony questlons

GOOD LUCK! e &




CRITERIA FOR JUDGING -
STUDENT COMPETITlON 2@26

Criteria Description
Evaluates the overall architecture, visual appeal and design
1 |Design Aesthetics ) . . pp. € 15.0%
aesthetics, with an emphasis on masonry (brick & block).
How effectively the masonry materials (brick & block) were
2 |Material Selection and Usage selected, used, and integrated with other m.ater.ials, Use of 15.0%
locally manufactured, locally sourced materials is
encouraged.
3 |Functionality & Practicality Practicality of the masonry design for its intended purpose. 5.0%
Attention to detail in the design and execution of the block
4  |Craftsmanship/Detailing . 8 10.0%
and brickwork.
5 |Technical Complexity How technically complex is the masonry design. 10.0%
How innovative, thoughtful, and creative the use of
6 |Innovation and Creativity e . 10.0%
(masonry) block and brick is.
7 |Integration with the Environment|How well the design fits into the surrounding environment. 5.0%
8 |Positive Impact How well the design impacts the user experience. 5.0%
10 Green Building & Sustainable How well does the building meet with Sustainable and Green 10.0%
Practices Building Certification practices. :
Fire resistance, thermal mass and energy efficiency,
Masonry Features and i, - s &y . y
11 . constructability, durability, resilience, ballistic resistance, and 15.0%
Advanteges Considered R
low maintenance costs.

Total Scores:

100.0%



OUR JUDGES
STUDENT COMPETITION = 2026

The California Masonry Councﬂ (CMC) is honored
to present the Jury for this competltlon formed by
exceptional professionals with outstanding

chk‘grounds'in' bOth Architecture and

4 Construction.

Toni Lewis, AIA, LEED AP, CASp
Founding Principal, Lewis Schoeplein Architects
Vice President, AIA Los Angeles

2026 President-elect, AlA Los Angeles

Suyama Bodhinayake

Senior Associate, MG2 Design

Director of Advocacy and Sustainability, AIA
Orange County

Jessica Orlando, AlA, DBIA, WELL AP
Higher Education Practice Leader, Perkins&Will
Vice President/President-Elect, AIA Pasadena
& Foothill

Anthony Damon, AIA, DBIA, LEED Green Associate

Core Market Leader, DPR Construction
AIA San Diego and California Board of Directors
ACE Mentor San Diego Board of Directors

R TR VRSO
O R . * Ry x

Bob Habian

Founder and CEO, Tect App
AlA, Masonry Expert

Ismar Ennquez, AIA LFA, LEED AP
Design Lead and Project Manager, Practice
AlA Los Angeles Board of Directors

AIA California Board of Directors




INSPIRATION -
CALIFORNIA MASONRY ARCHITECTURE .
DESIGN AWARDS — 2025 - WINNERS

If you are -Iodking'for inspiration, visit our Wéb'site_f

and ,soCins,?'cheQ out our last design éompéjc.itidn.
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.~ Galifornia Masonry Council (CMC) S mrssron rs to be a catalyst adyocate and the :
- best masonry resource in California. : Lt

“ Qur organization promotes masonry as an essentral design and burldrng materral
~~Wwhile uniting our trade wrth the AEC communlty (arohltecture engrneerrng, and:
C‘MC isa non'—protltorganization.

info@CaI‘iforniaMa‘So‘nryGonnoiI.org._‘-v;__ o
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